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Dear Kitty, 

 

Just had a big bust-up with Mummy for the umpteenth time; we simply don’t get on together these days 

and Margot and I don’t hit it off any too well either.  As a rule, we don’t go in for such outbursts as this in our 

family.  Still, it’s by no means always pleasant for me.  Margot’s and Mummy’s natures are completely strange 

to me.  I can understand my friends better than my own mother – too bad! 

We often discuss postwar problems, for example, how one ought to address servants. 

Mrs. Van Daan had another tantrum.  She is terribly moody.  She keeps hiding more of her private belongings; 

Mummy ought to answer each Van Daan “disappearance” with a Frank “disappearance.”  How some people do 

adore bringing up other people’s children in addition to their own.  The Van Daans are that kind.  Margot 

doesn’t need it; she is such a goody-goody, perfection itself, but I seem to have enough mischief in me for the 

two of us put together.  You should hear us at mealtimes, with reprimands and cheeky answers flying to and 

fro.  Mummy and Daddy always defend me stoutly.  I’d have to give up if it weren’t for them.  Although they 

do tell me that I mustn’t talk so much, that I must be more retiring and not poke my nose into everything, still I 

seem doomed to failure.  If Daddy wasn’t so patient, I’d be afraid I was going to turn out to be a terrific 

disappointment to my parents and they are pretty lenient with me. 

If I take a small helping of some vegetable I detest and make up with potatoes, the Van Daans, and Mevouw in 

particular, can’t get over it, that any child should be so spoiled. 

“Come along, Anne, have a few more vegetables,” she says straight away. 

“No, thank you, Mrs. Van Daan,” I answer, “I have plenty of potatoes.” 

“Vegetables are good for you, your mother says so too.  Have a few more,” she says, pressing them on me until 

Daddy comes to my rescue. 

Then we have from Mrs. Van Daan – “You ought to have been in our home, we were properly brought up.  It’s 

absurd that Anne’s so frightfully spoiled.  I wouldn’t put up with it if Anne were my daughter.” 

These are always her first and last words “if Anne were my daughter.”  Thank heavens I’m not! 

But to come back to this “upbringing” business.  There was a deadly silence after Mrs. Van Daan had finished 

speaking yesterday.  Then Daddy said, “I think Anne is extremely well brought up; she has learned one thing 

anyway, and that is to make no reply to your long sermons.  As to the vegetables, look at your own plate.”  

Mrs. Van Daan was beaten, well and truly beaten.  She had taken a minute helping of vegetables herself.  But 

she is not spoiled! Oh, no, too many vegetables in the evening make her constipated.  Why on earth doesn’t she 

keep her mouth shut about me, then she wouldn’t need to make such feeble excuses.  It’s gorgeous the way 

Mrs. Van Dan blushes.  I don’t, and that is just what she hates. 

 

Yours,  Anne 
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VOCABULARY DEFINITIONS:  Anne uses the following words in this entry. 

1. Detest – to hate 

2. Mevrouw – Anne’s made up FIRST name for Mrs. Van Daan (her real name is Auguste) 

3. Van Pels – The REAL last  name for Mr. and Mrs. Van Daan 

4. Minute – (pronounced my-nute) a very small amount. 

 



 

DIRECTIONS: Use the text above to answer the questions below. Highlight and number the answers you   

                           find in the text!! 

 

1. Refer to line 1. When Anne says she had “a big bust-up with Mummy” what do you think she means? 

a)  They had an argument. 

b) Anne hit her mother. 

c) Anne and her mother were cracking up. 

d) Anne and her mother crashed their bicycles. 

 

2. What line(s) provides the reason for having this ‘bust-up”? 

 a) lines 5-6 

b) lines 1-3 

c) lines 19-20 

d) lines 21-23 

 

3. According to Anne, what line explain the way(s) Anne and Margot differ from one another? 

a) Lines 3-4 

b) Lines 5-6 

c) Lines 9-10 

d) Lines 13-14 

 

4. What words would Anne use to describe herself according to Mrs. Van Daan? 

a) Loving and patient 

b) Strange and odd 

c) Mischievous and outspoken 

d) Smart and kind 

 

5. Anne says, “The Van Daans are that kind” (line 8). Which line(s) below best supports what Anne means by 

that? 

a) Line 14 

b) Line 6 

c) Line 8 

d) Line 3 

 

6. Which line(s) show Mrs. Van Daan indirectly criticizing Mr. and Mrs. Frank’s parent-rearing? 

a) Lines 19-20 

b) Lines 7-8 

c) Lines 24-25 

d) Lines 21-22 

 

7. Which lines show Mrs. Van Daan being hypocritical? 

a) Lines 19-20 

b) Lines 26-27 

c) Lines 29-30 

d) Lines 10-11 

 

8. What does Anne mean by describing Mrs. Van Daan’s blushing as “gorgeous” in line 30. 

a) She’s referring to the fact that Mrs. Van Daan was made to look foolish. 

b) She’s referring to the fact that Mrs. Van Daan is beautiful. 

c) She’s referring to the fact that Mrs. Van Daan is really pale. 

d) She’s referring to the fact that Mrs. Van Daan put on makeup. 



 

9. What does the word “cheeky” (line 10) mean as it is used in the sentence? 

a) sarcastic 

b) happy 

c) mean 

d) loud 

 

10. Which line shows Anne’s father taking her side against Mrs. Van Daan’s comments? 

a) Line 1 

b) Line 30 

c) Line 25 

d) Line 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name_________________________________________      Date_______ 

The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank        Period______ 
 

TENSION Caused by Hiding in the “Secret Annexe” 

PART II 
 

Monday, 28 September, 1942 
 

Dear Kitty, 

 

I had to stop yesterday, long before I’d finished.  I just must tell you about another quarrel, but before I start on 

that, something else. 

Why do grownups quarrel so easily, so much, and over the most idiotic things?  Up till now I thought that only 

children squabbled and that that wore off as you grew up.  Of course, there is sometimes a real person for a 

quarrel, but this is just plain bickering.  I suppose I should get used to it.  But I can’t nor do I think I shall, as 

long as I am the subject of nearly every discussion (they use the word “discussion” instead of quarrel).  

Nothing, I repeat, nothing about me is right; my general appearance, my character, my manners are discussed 

from A to Z.  I’m expected (by order) to simply swallow all the harsh words and shouts in silence and I am not 

used to this.  In fact, I can’t! I’m not going to take all these insults lying down.  I’ll show them that Anne Frank 

wasn’t born yesterday.  Then they’ll be surprised and perhaps they’ll keep their mouths shut when I let them 

see that I am going to start educating them.  Shall I take up that attitude?  Plain barbarism!  I’m simply amazed 

again and again over their awful manners and especially…stupidity (Mrs. Van Daan’s), but as soon as I get 

used to this – and it won’t be long – then I’ll give them some of their own back, and no half measures.  Then 

they’ll change their tune! 

Am I really so bad-mannered, conceited, headstrong, pushing, stupid, lazy, etc., etc., as they all say? Oh, of 

course not.  I have my faults, just like everyone else, I know that, but they thoroughly exaggerate everything. 

Kitty, if only you know how I sometimes boil under so many gibes and jeers.  And I don’t know how long I 

shall be able to stifle my rage.  I shall just blow up one day. 

Still, no more of this, I’ve bored you long enough with all these quarrels.  But I simply must tell you of one 

highly interesting discussion at table.  Somehow or other, we got on to the subject of Pim’s (Daddy’s 

nickname) extreme modesty.  Even the most stupid people have to admit this about Daddy.  Suddenly Mrs. 

Van Daan says, “I too, have an unassuming nature, more so than my husband.” 

Did you Ever!  This sentence in itself shows quite clearly how thoroughly forward and pushing she is!  Mr. 

Van Daan thought he ought to give an explanation regarding the reference to himself.  “I don’t wish to be 

modest – in my experience it does not pay.”  Then to me: “Take my advice, Annie, don’t be too unassuming, it 

doesn’t get you anywhere.”  

Mummy agreed with this too.  But Mrs. Van Daan had to add, as always, her ideas on the subject.  Her next 

remark was addressed to Mummy and Daddy.  “You have a strange outlook on life.  Fancy saying such a thing 

to Anne; it was very different when I was young.  And I feel sure that it still is, except in your modern home.”  

This was a direct hit at the way Mummy brings up her daughters. 

Mrs. Van Daan was scarlet by this time.  Mummy calm and cool as a cucumber.  People who blush get so hot 

and excited, it is quite a handicap in such a situation.  Mummy, still entirely unruffled, but anxious to close the 

conversation as soon as possible, thought for a second and then said: “I find, too, Mrs. Van Daan, that one gets 

on better in life if one is not overmodest.  My husband, now, and Margot, and Peter are exceptionally modest, 

whereas your husband, Anne, you, and I, though not exactly the opposite, don’t allow ourselves to be 

completely pushed to one side.”  Mrs. Van Daan: “But, Mrs. Frank, I don’t understand you; I’m so very 

modest and retiring, how can you think of calling me anything else?”  Mummy: “I did not say you were 

exactly forward, but no one could say you had a retiring disposition.”  Mrs. Van Daan: “Let us get this matter 

cleared up, once and for all.  I’d like to know in what way am I pushing? I know one thing, if I didn’t look after 

myself, I’d soon be starving.” 
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This absurd remark in self-defense just made Mummy rock with laughter.  That irritated Mrs. Van Daan, who 

added a string of German-Dutch,  Dutch – German expressions, until she became completely tongue-tied; then 

she rose from her chair and was about to leave the room. 

Suddenly her eye fell on me.  You should have seen her.  Unfortunately, at the very moment that she turned 

round I was shaking my head sorrowfully – not on purpose, but quite involuntarily, for I had been following 

the whole conversation so closely. 

Mrs. Van Daan turned round and began to real off a lot of harsh German, common, and ill-mannered, just like 

a coarse, red-faced fishwife – it was a marvelous sight.  If I could draw, I’d have liked to catch her like this; it 

was a scream, such a stupid foolish little person! 

Anywho, I’ve learned one thing now.  You only really get to know people when you’ve had a jolly good row 

(fight) with them.  Then and then only can you judge their true character. 

 

Yours, Anne 

 

DIRECTIONS: Use the text above to answer the questions below. Highlight and number the answers you   

                           find in the text!! 

 

1. “Why do grownups quarrel so easily, so much, and over the most idiotic things?  Up till now I thought that 

only children squabbled and that that wore off as you grew up.” 

Reread lines 3 & 4 above. What best attribute describes Anne based on the her comments above? 

 

a) Smart 

b) Innocent 

c) Mature 

d) Comical 

 

2. Refer to line 6. Who does Anne say is the “subject of nearly every… quarrel”? 

a) Her mother 

b) Peter 

c) Margot 

d) Herself 

 

3. Which lines show Anne’s frustration from living in such a confined space with her family and the Van 

Daan’s? 

a) Lines 7-8 

b) Lines 5-6 

c) Lines 1-2 

d) Lines 3-4 

 

4. All of the following are traits Anne uses to describe how Mrs. Van Daan views Anne, except? 

a) Awful 

b) Conceited 

c) Headstrong 

d) Lazy 

 

5. In lines 31-41, Anne discusses the rising tension between which two other inhabitants in the annex? 

a) Her and her mother 

b) Her mother and father 

c) Mrs. Van Daan and her mother 

d) Mr. and Mrs. Van Daan 
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6. Which lines show what Mrs. Van Daan really thinks about the way Mrs. Frank raises her daughters? 

a) Lines 26-29 

b) Lines 29-31 

c) Lines 35-36 

d) Lines 41-42 

 

7. Anne feels sympathy for Mrs. Van Daan after hearing the conversation she had with Anne’s  mother. 

Which line supports this? 

a) Line 50 

b) Line 18 

c) Line 45 

d) Line 24 

 

8. After reading both of these entries, how would  you describe Mrs. Van Daan? Include the lines from the 

text(s) that support your answer. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. In line 30, Mrs. Van Daan accuses Mrs. Frank of running a “modern home.” What point is Mrs. Van Daan  

making here according to how Anne explains it?  

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. What Anne writes about in BOTH of these entries is the bickering that is going on between some of the 

“secret Annexe” inhabitants. The arguing is over trivial (not important) issues, like Anne not eating her 

vegetables, as well as certain people being total hypocrites.  

 

What do you believe to be the main  reason (the underlying issue) as to why there is tension and arguments 

going on in the “Secret Annex”? 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


